3D and plain Bindo
tiles from Porcelain
Tiles’ Timeless
collection (020 8731
6787; porcelaintiles.co.uk) have
been used to clad
the walls and floor
right An Aqua-Dec
wetroom floorformer has been
used as part of
the installation,
along with
tanking membrane

CASE STUDY
PROJECT DETAILS
Location East London
Style of property A loft-style apartment built
around a courtyard
Length of project Around two months
What they did Replaced a standard bathroom
with a wet room
Size 4.8sqm
Cost Bespoke wet room, £12,000, Tailored Living
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(07973 118 936; tailored-living.co.uk)

BEFORE

CLEAN LINES

This bespoke wet room design in east London brings
streamlined form and function to a bijou bathroom

F

aced with a compact bathroom,
with most of its space taken
up by a built-in bath that was
rarely used for anything more than
showers, Mark Butler knew a revamp
was in order. He’d been living in his
loft-style apartment for a while but
didn’t have the time or experience to
know what his options might be. So
he turned to Gloria Sanchez, founder
and interior designer at Tailored
Living, for some ideas.
‘Mark knew that he wanted a shower
as it was more practical, and to remove
the previous bath,’ Sanchez recalls.
‘During the brief stage, we discussed
images of bathrooms to learn about

things that he liked and disliked.
He showed a strong preference for
contemporary bathrooms with very
clean lines and a masculine feel.’
Mark’s bathroom was small and
although there was scope to take space
from an unused corner of the master
bedroom to enlarge it, he and Sanchez
decided the best way to utilise the
existing bathroom without building
work was to turn it into a wet room.
However, when the existing floor
was lifted, damage from a leak was
discovered, so the floorboards had to be
fixed before the space could be tanked.
Another issue that threatened to
compromise the design was the floor

112 JULY 2017 / granddesignsmagazine.com

JULY17_Bathroom feature_DH.indd 112

07/06/2017 09:50

IDEA TO STEAL

PROJECTS | Bathrooms

SOLID SURFACE
VANITY TOP

A seamless surface is the perfect
finishing touch, but usually
requires templating and a long
lead time. Try Encore – an
installer-ready solid surface that’s
faster to fit and more affordable,
at around £165 per linear metre
from Bushboard (01933 232 272;
bushboard.co.uk).

space needed for the shower mechanism
to work. ‘Once the builders removed
the existing bath, we discovered
that we were 30mm short to have
a flush floor as originally anticipated,’
explains Sanchez. ‘The builders at
this stage wanted to put in a step, but
even though that would have been the
easiest solution I felt it was the wrong
option. A step would have changed the
feel in the bathroom and destroyed
the clean lines Mark liked so much
in the bathrooms that I’d shown him.’
Fortunately, as Mark’s apartment
was on the ground floor, there was
another solution. ‘We were able to
break into the concrete below and dig

down to achieve the desired slope
for the waste,’ says Sanchez. ‘This,
in addition to changing the gulley
for a shallower one to fit the tray we
had originally supplied, allowed us
to create the space we had in mind
before the project started.’
Once the technical aspects were in
place the wet room could be fitted, with
Sanchez selecting a mix of plain and
textured porcelain tiles for the walls and
plain for the floor in the same shade.
Part way through the installation, she
was worried that the LED lamps and
strips she’d sourced were distorting the
colour of the rippled tiles against the
plain ones. But after consulting with

the supplier, Sanchez was reassured
that the matt-plastered wall, which
was still showing, was dulling the tiles’
reflectance and that once the room
was fully tiled this would resolve itself.
Every element of the wet room has
been carefully thought out. A bespoke
vanity unit provides plenty of storage
in the room, while a wall of mirrored
cabinets keeps the windowless space
feeling light. ‘The finished wet room
easily surpassed my expectations,’ says
Mark. ‘From the initial consultation
and design phase all the way through
to construction, Gloria took care of
everything and removed the stress from
the project. I couldn’t be happier.’ GD

above The vanity
unit, with a Corian
top and mirrored
cabinet, are bespoke
and were assembled
by a carpenter who
Sanchez works with
on all her projects
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